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A note from the editor
Welcome to an abbreviated spring issue of our newsletter. This is the annual issue in which we would normally

be publishing our upcoming walk schedule and promoting the multi-day forays of late summer and fal l . Since we

don’t know if gathering in groups wil l be deemed safe at al l this summer, we have decided not to publish our

walk schedule. I f and when the scientific experts determine that group outings are once again safe, we wil l

publ ish our remaining walk schedule on our web site and let you know by email that it is there. We owe a huge

thank you to Mary Obrzut for al l of her hard work organizing this year's club walks, and to everyone who agreed

to lead one.

The multi-day forays are sti l l scheduled as of now, but no one knows if they can actual ly take place. I f you are

interested in seeing the schedule, it is on our web site, where we wil l update information as it becomes

available.

In the meantime, continue learning on your own! There are a lot of resources on our web site (especial ly check

the Education and Resources pages) and other places around the web.

I f you go out in the field, be sure to fol low safe distancing guidel ines. And while you are out there, careful ly

photograph your finds, and post them on our Facebook page so we can see what everyone is finding. I f you

want help with ID, please see the article on page 4 about how to properly photograph and document fungi

before you post on Facebook.

With the advent of spring weather and all of us itching to get out fungus hunting, it is so sad that we can’t gather,

share our finds and learn together. Please do everything you can to stay safe by fol lowing the guidel ines

established by the medical experts. We all look forward to the day when we can return to our fun fungal

adventures!

– Sue

The happy PVMA group out hunting fungi at the Wil l iam Cullen Bryant Homestead in October

201 7. We can't wait to be able to get back together with our mycophile friends!
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

The Pioneer Valley Mycological

Association is dedicated to enhancing

the public’s knowledge and appreciation

of the fungal kingdom by providing

ongoing educational programming in the

form of guided mushroom walks,

lectures, newsletters, information on

multi-day regional and national forays,

and citizen science projects. Because

fungi are integral components of

complex ecosystems, we are committed

to advocating for responsible and

sustainable study and collection

methods. We focus on, but are not

l imited to, the three counties of the

Pioneer Valley in western

Massachusetts (Franklin, Hampshire

and Hampden).

PVMA is a member of the Northeast

Mycological Federation

(www.nemf.org) and the North American

Mycological Association

(www.namyco.org).

www.PVMAmyco.org

We Welcome Your

Submissions!
This is your newsletter; we’d love to

have you contribute to it!

Prose, verse, photos, drawings,

recipes, scientific observations –

send them all to:

jessicabensonevans@gmail.com

sue.lancelle@gmail.com

From the President…
While traditional ly I would be excitedly sharing our

walk schedule in this spring edition of the

newsletter, these are unprecedented times. As I

write this, we are all in some version of home

isolation or another, waiting for further news and

worrying about the state of our world and the

health of our loved ones.

I ’m spending this time teaching preschool remotely, caring for Ella,

and staying in touch with my loved ones via email and online video

chats. Beyond that, I ’m spending as much time as possible in the

woods behind my home. For me, the woods are good for my soul; the

trees absorb my worry and the fungi del ight my eyes. I f you can, stay

connected to nature while we pass these difficult days.

During these challenging times, I wish al l of you the best of health. I

am hoping to be able to share our walk schedule with you in the

coming months, when it is safe for us to meet again. I know we wil l .

- Jessica
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It’s Not Just About the Fungi
By Jess Evans

I f you’ve met me at a mushroom walk or come to one of my presentations,

you’ve heard me share the brief story of how I came to be a member of the

Pioneer Valley Mycological Association. I t’s a story I never tire of tel l ing,

because for me, it’s not just about the fungi. At no time has this become

Paul, Sue, Dianna, Jess and Ella on a pop-up walk at Jabish Brook
Conservation Area in Belchertown in 201 8.

www.pvmamyco.org


more apparent to me than now, when we’re prevented

from gathering together in the pursuit of mushroom

knowledge.

My daughter Ella and I moved to Western

Massachusetts in the summer of 201 6, as I prepared to

finish my undergraduate degree through UMass. She’d

be entering kindergarten in the fal l , and I ’d moved us to

an entirely unfamil iar area with no family nearby. A friend

suggested I look up PVMA, and when we were settled

in, I did just that. I reached out to Mike Ostrowski with

the most important question: are kids welcome? He

responded quickly and positively, welcoming me and

noting that my daughter was more than welcome to join

in on any walk.

We attended our first walk in Holyoke, with Mike as the
leader, in September of 201 6. Club members were
exceedingly friendly, even with my kiddo talking a mile-
a-minute for most of the walk. My first-ever find with the
club? Mutinus caninus – the “dog stinkhorn.” We all

giggled together. I knew right away I ’d found my people!
El la and I would go on to attend many walks that first
season, meeting Dianna Smith shortly after our first
walk and feeling the same sense of welcome from all at
every meeting.

Coming up on our 4th year as members, the PVMA is
far more than just an opportunity to look for mushrooms
with l ike-minded folks for us. I t’s a social club, a group of
friends, a supportive vil lage for me and my daughter. To

all my friends: your conversations, your commentaries,
your companionship are simply irreplaceable. Unti l we
meet again…soon!

Mutinus caninus, an amusing and smelly find on Jess'
first club walk.
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Dean and Ella on the hunt for fungal treasures. The club has been
very welcoming to Ella and any other kids who are interested. El la
has become quite knowledgeable about fungi in her own right!

The annual summer forays at Dianna's New Hampshire home

have become a way for members to really get to know each other

while indulging in their love of fungi.
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Increasingly, it’s looking l ike our season this year wil l

be a more solitary one. We’l l have fewer opportunities

to gather together, perhaps, but there are sti l l plenty

of ways to enjoy and study fungi this summer. We’l l

both be spending as much time as possible out in the

woods beyond our homes, documenting and

collecting mushrooms for later study. This is a great

way to take part in citizen science: photographing,

documenting, and sharing great descriptions of fungi

on either Mushroom Observer or iNatural ist. Even if

you are simply posting your observations on our

Facebook page, it is important to properly document

your finds, especial ly if you are asking for help with an

identification. For example, one photo of just the top

of a mushroom cap wil l not, in most cases, result in a

rel iable identification.

Whether or not you’re interested in sharing your

observations online, taking photographs and writing

descriptions of your collected mushrooms wil l

enhance your own knowledge and observational

ski l ls, and help you come up with an ID. The first step

is taking detai led photographs, and here are a few

tips to accomplish this.

When taking photos, direct or bright sunl ight is

actual ly not preferred! Bright sunl ight can wash out

the colors and detai ls of your mushroom. Shade or

cloudy days are better for photography, or you can try

to shade your mushroom with your own body (or a

trusted assistant!) while taking the photo.

Your goal in taking photos of your finds is to properly

document the things that are necessary for

identification. This includes all parts of the fungus:

upper and lower surfaces of the cap, the main part of

the stem, and the stem base. I t also helps to include a

ruler in one of the pictures, or otherwise note in your

description the size of the specimens you are

photographing. Arrange the mushrooms at different

angles to capture all the features (Figure 1 ). Take

close-up shots of key features such as the gil ls,

pores, or any ring or bulb (Figures 2, 3). For certain

fungi such as Amanita species, it is particularly

important to dig down and careful ly get to the bottom

Capturing Fungi: Photography Tips
for Great Identifications
By Jess Benson Evans and Sue Lancelle

Figure 1 . Cortinarius armillatus arranged to show all of the salient
features.

Figure 2. A detai led view of the underside of the cap, cap edge,

and upper stem ofAmanita volvata.
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Figure 3. The split or "cleft" bulb at the base of the stem ofAmanita
brunnescens is a distinquishing characteristic of the species. I t is
important to document the stem bases of al l Amanita species you
encounter.
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of the stem; the morphology of the stem base and any

other surrounding tissue can be crucial to determining

which species you have (Figure 3, 1 0). Be sure to

capture any other stem details as well . In boletes and

some gil led mushrooms, this includes not only stem

shape and color, but also possible ornamentation: are

there reticulations, pits, scabers, etc.? See Figures 3

and 4 for examples.

Also document whether the pores or gil ls bruise,

exude any liquid and if so, what is the color. Figure 6

shows the bruising of the pores of the bolete Boletus
sensibilis and Figure 7 shows the blue latex typical of
the beautiful Lactarius indigo.

The flesh of the fruiting bodies can stain as well when

you cut them open (Figures 8 and 9). The color of the

staining is an important character to note.

Figure 4. Details of the stems of various boletes. Left, the shaggy

stem of Aureoboletus russellii. Middle, reticulations on the stem of

Tylopilus felleus. Right, Scabers on the stem of Leccinum
holopus.

Figure 5. Pits or "scrobiculations" on the stem of Lactarius
subpurpureus.

Figure 7. Blue latex on the gil ls of Lactarius indigo. Also note the
rings (zonation) on the cap; this is an important detai l to use in the
identification of certain Lactarius species.

Figure 8. The flesh of Lactarius indigo stains a bright blue when
you slice it open.

Figure 6. The dark blue bruising properties of the pores of

Boletus sensibilis.
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Sometimes it’s necessary to clear away humus or

debris to see all the features of the mushroom. I t’s

okay to do this, just be careful not to brush away

fragile clues such as the bright yel low remnants of the

universal veil in Amanita flavoconia (Figure 1 0).

Take a photograph of the mushroom in its

surroundings. For example, if there are pine trees

present, try to capture a picture of the mushroom with

pine needles nearby. Figure 11 shows Retiboletus
ornatipes with acorns, indicating the fungus grows

under oak trees.

Another character that helps tremendously with ID is a

spore print. To make one, remove the cap portion from

the stem and place it on white paper. Cover with a

bowl or glass unti l you get a print. I t may take as long

as overnight, or it could happen in an hour! Sometimes

it doesn’t happen at al l if the cap is not at the right

stage of maturity. Try to photograph it to capture the

color as closely as possible. Figure 1 2 is the bright

pink spore print of Psathyrella conissans, an unusual
characteristic that helps to identify this species.

I f you can’t get photographs of al l of these characters,

take careful notes and include them with the

description you post.

Ultimately, your goal is to take quality photographs of

fungi for your own benefit in later identifying and

describing them. The more clues you can capture at

the time you find a mushroom, the more information

you have later to help you identify it. Please consider

sharing al l of your careful ly documented finds on our

club’s Facebook page – we are really looking forward

to seeing what everyone finds, and it wil l be a great

way to stay in touch!

Figure 1 0. This image of Amanita flavoconia shows the annulus

just separating from the cap edge, as well as the fragile, flaky

yellow remnants of the universal veil next to the base of the stem.

Figure 11 . Retiboletus ornatipes photographed with acorns, an

indication of the associated trees.

Figure 9. The flesh of Boletus sensibilis also stains a bright blue
upon cutting. How quickly and extensively this staining may occur
in boletes are important characters to document.
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Figure 1 2. The

unusual bright

pink color of the

spore print of

Psathyrella
conissans helps
to identify this

species.
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Annual Membership Meeting and
Potluck Dinner 2020
We held our annual membership meeting and
potluck dinner (pre-pandemic) in early
February at Dianna Smith’s lovely home. I t
was a great chance to catch up with our
fungus loving friends and enjoy some great
food and drink. During the business meeting
part of the gathering, we passed all of the
proposed changes to the club’s by-laws.
Afterward, Jess entertained with a sl ide show
review of some of her favorite finds from
201 9.

Paul and Phil deep in discussion during the potluck meal.

Dale and Judy catching up.

Above and below, the audience enjoys Jess'
presentatation of her favorite finds of 201 9.

Jess giving her presentation.
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Cartoons by Jess

8



For those of you navigating the "work at home" orders by using Zoom as your video

conferencing tool (or simply using it to communicate with friends and family), Jess provides

a little mushroom-themed humor you can all relate to!
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